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The Joys and Benefits of the Family Read Aloud  

As we have marked the 100th Day 
of School and celebrated Read 
Across America Week, we are re-
minded of just how quickly time 
passes even when in an unprece-
dented pandemic school-year. De-
spite the challenges faced by edu-
cators teaching in a hybrid model, 
the literacy routine of the classroom 
read aloud remains a constant. 
Teachers know that reading aloud 
and classroom conversations 
around texts, not only build back-

ground knowledge, but a sense of 
community as well. Elementary-
aged students, including 5th and 
6th graders, are able to compre-
hend far beyond what they are 
able to read with independence.  

In this age of personal digital de-
vice use, all the reading we do as 
adults may not be evident to our 
students. Parents and caregivers, 
like classroom teachers, are en-
couraged to make their reading 
visible to students and to priori-
tize time spent reading aloud to 
their children. By doing so, you 
are building your students’ litera-
cy skills, knowledge of text struc-
tures, story arcs, vocabulary, and 
so much more. In this period of 
social distancing, the family read 
aloud is as important as ever in 

fostering a sense of belonging.  

Many resources are available to help 
you access selections that will interest 
and motivate your students. Visit the 
Acton Memorial Library for book lists 
by grade levels and recommenda-
tions. The Sargent Memorial Library 
offers curbside pick-up of book bun-
dles curated by a librarian based upon 
student interest and age. Finally, ex-
plore Common Sense Media’s book 
reviews when considering titles. 

Remember, when you read aloud with 
your students, you are inviting them 
into a private and fascinating world 
that embraces loving comfort, the 
warmth of family, and a sense of be-
longing.     

~Mrs. Pastor 

Reading Specialist 

Welcome to our Inaugural Issue! 
Dear Conant Families, 

Welcome to our first edition of the 
Polar Pride Post!  We miss seeing 
our Conant families and thought you 
might enjoy meeting new faculty and 
learning a bit about the curriculum 
in each grade level.  We plan to 

publish another edition later this 
spring.  I would like to thank Mrs. 
Cavanagh, our marvelous technology 
assistant, for her expertise in launch-
ing this newsletter.  I would also like 
to thank Mrs. Lack for being the Edi-
tor.  Over the years, Mrs. Lack has 

edited many Conant newsletters and we 
are fortunate to have her expertise! 

Warmly,  

Mrs. Dressler 

Acting Principal 



Hello Conant friends!  
 
My name is Ms. Collins and it is my 
first year as a sixth grade teacher. 
My classroom is Room 12, located 
in the 5/6 pod. I am from Leomin-
ster, MA and have lived there al-
most my whole life. I grew up tak-
ing dance lessons, with my favorite 
type of dance being tap dancing. I 
later started to love performing in 
musicals, and still do today. I also 
enjoy attending concerts, singing. 
baking, and making crafts 
(especially anything with glitter!). I 
love our school and I’m so glad to 
be here at Conant with all of you!  

Here’s Ms. Boyle 
My name is Kara Boyle and I am 
new to Conant this year, I teach 
fourth grade. I attended Stonehill 
College and graduated in 2020 with 
a double major in Elementary Edu-
cation and American Studies. I have 
always known I wanted to be a 
teacher since I was a little girl. I am 
from Concord and have lived there 
my whole life. I have a dog, her 
name is Sadie, and my family and I 
adopted her from Buddy Dog in 
Sudbury in 2013. All of my students 
know how much I love her, some-
times she joins our remote meet-
ings! I also have two older sisters 
who I am very close with. All 
throughout high school and for 
most of college I was a cheerleader 
and I also played softball for 12 
years. I love the color pink, some-
thing else my students know about 
me as most of my classroom is pink! 
The Conant community is amazing 
and I love working here. 

Meet Ms. Donahue 

Hello Ms. Collins 
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Hi! I'm Ms. Donahue and I am a second grade 
teacher here at Conant! This is my se-
cond year teaching second grade. If you are 
ever around Room 6, feel free to send me a 
friendly wave! This year I am looking forward 
to Spring because I love being outside and 
hiking, but only in the warm weather! I can't 
wait to go on some nature walks with my stu-
dents soon. I never miss an opportunity to do 
some learning outside on a nice day. One fun 
fact about me is I have a twin brother! I also 
have a little brother and I love telling funny 
stories about us in my writing lessons. If you 
catch me in Acton, I am in one of two places, 
Conant or Trader Joes! Trader Joes is my fa-

Hi Conant School, 
  
My name is Ms. Norsworthy and I am a 6th grade teacher 
here at Conant School. Before coming up to sixth grade, I 
taught third grade at Conant.  I have loved getting to know 
our Conant families through my students throughout my first 
two years here! I live in Northborough with my family and 
two cats, Arya and April. My students may have seen them 
popping in on our Zoom meetings. One of my favorite hob-
bies is cheerleading. I cheered from when I was in elemen-
tary school through college and I am now a cheerleading 

coach at the high school in my town. 
My other hobbies include baking, 
reading, and spending time with 
family and friends. 

Say Hi to Ms. Norsworthy 

vorite store to get the best snacks and beautiful flowers for my house. I hope to see 
you around and happy almost Spring!  



Hi! My name is Miss Ashley and I am a Kin-
dergarten teacher here at Conant! This is 
my second year teaching Kindergarten in 
Room 2. Each day, you can find me outside 
at recess at 11:10 and 12:40 with my Kin-
dergarten groups. At the end of each 
school day, I bring my afternoon group to 
their bus and drop off the pickups in the 
cafeteria. If you see me, please feel free to 
say hi or wave! Often, you can find me 
smiling underneath my mask! 

 A fun fact is I have an older brother.  Also, 
I have an English Cream Golden Retriever 
named Lily who is 8 years old. She loves to 

play fetch and loves sharing her toys with anyone she meets. I cannot wait for 
the warmer weather to be able to go to the beach!  I love to read, craft, enjoy 
the outdoors by walking and shopping! Teaching has always been a dream of 
mine and I am so happy to work at Conant! Each and every day I look forward 
to coming to school to see all the wonderful staff and students! :) 

Welcome to Ms. Drysdale 

How Do You Do Ms. Ashley? 

My name is Taylor Drysdale and I am teaching 4th 
grade this year in room 17! I grew up in Westchester 
County, New York with my mom, dad, and younger 
sister Sam. I moved to Massachusetts for college and 
graduated from Northeastern University in 2019 with 
a degree in psychology and did my Master’s in Ele-
mentary Education the following year! I’ve loved 
living in Boston for the past 6 years and enjoy ex-
ploring. In my free time I like to watch Marvel mov-

ies and dye my hair different colors. My 
students know how much I love Harry 
Styles and you’ll often hear his music com-
ing from our pod. My favorite subject to 
teach is social studies and the best part of 
my day is when my students start to un-
derstand new concepts. I love working at 
Conant even in this unusual year!  
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Introducing Mrs. Ziedins 
My name is Lauren Ziedins and I am a 
Speech-Language Pathologist.  I spent 12 
years working at a private special needs 
school for children with neurological and 
emotional disabilities, so these kiddos are 
my passion!  I live in Westford with my hus-
band and two children: Audra, age 7 (first 
grade), and Matiss, age 4 (preschool).  We 
just have pet fish right now but more pets 
are in our future!  Outside of work, I enjoy 
playing with my kids, practicing yoga, run-
ning (when the weather is warm), and go-
ing to my parents' beach house in Falmouth 
in the summer.   

Hi!  My name is Mrs. Murin, and I'm a spe-
cial education teacher at Conant.  I started 
working here last school year.  I taught 
grades 4-6 last year, and this year I'm work-
ing with grades K-4.  I have a mom, a dad, 
and a younger sister who all live in Rhode 
Island, which is where I grew up.  I just got 
married in August, so my family now in-
cludes my husband, Mr. Murin.  My most 
favorite hobby is performing!  Growing up, 
I took dance classes in ballet, jazz, tap, and 
lyrical.  I have also performed in theatre 
productions in school and in the communi-
ty.  I love teaching here at Conant; the stu-
dents and the other teachers have been so 
welcoming and kind to me since I began 
teaching here.  I look forward to when we 
can all be together in person safely again! 

Greetings Mrs. Murin 



GRADE LEVEL NEWS 
activities as we wrap up our Engineering 
Design unit with making water filters, and 
begin our Earth, Sun, and Moon systems 
unit. Finally, students are learning about 
what happened after the American Revo-
lution and how our country’s government 
and constitution came to be.  
 

6th 
We have been moving 
right along at a great 
pace so far this year in 
6th grade. The students 
have been working hard 
on group projects about 
Mesopotamia. They are 
creating artifacts and 
presentations to show-
case the three main em-
pires. Inspired by Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr., 
the students wrote per-
suasive "I Have a 
Dream" speeches and 
letters about a topic of 
their choice. You can 
see their beautiful work 
displayed in the 5/6 
Pod! We recently cele-

brated the 100th day of 6th grade with 
some fun math, reading and writing activi-
ties. We are proud to announce that the 
6th grade achieved our goal of perform-
ing 100 Acts of Kindness on the 100th day 
of school! This spring, we are looking 
forward to more learning as the sixth 
graders prepare for RJ Grey next year! 

Kindergarten 
Kindergarten has been doing a 
great job each day with learning. 
We have been learning about 
comparing two groups of objects 
in math using more, less, or the 
same. This week we learned 
about whether spring will come 
in like a lion or lamb. We are 
learning about wind and wind-
mills in science. For social stud-
ies we learned about what type 
of clothing we wear during dif-
ferent weather. The students 
have done a great job tapping 
out sounds in words to write 
them. We continue to practice 
the 26 sight words we have 
learned daily. 
 
1st 
First graders are fantastic! We 
are currently working on map-
ping in social studies, and story 
problems, time and $ in 
math.  Writer’s workshop con-
sists of writing narratives, opin-
ion pieces, non-fiction, and poet-
ry. First graders are fabulous 
phonics detectives and continue 
to grow their reading muscles 
reading a variety of texts. 
 
2nd 
The second graders at Conant 
have been very busy! They are 
currently working on measure-
ment in math. We have been 
making estimates and finding the 
actual length of many objects. In 
science, they are learning about 
communicating with sound and 
light. In Fundations, we are 
working with multisyllabic and 
compound words. Finally, we 
have been reading Flat Stanley 
as a class. They are very excited 
to make their own and take him 
on some adventures very soon! 
 
3rd 
We have finished 2 big projects: 
The Road to the Revolution time-
line project for Social Studies and 
our biography posters. I am ex-
cited to display them on our bul-
letin boards because the stu-

dents worked so hard! Coming up in 
March—Math: Comparing Fractions 
ELA: Read Across America week (Dr. 
Seuss activities), figurative language, 
limericks, Women's History Month 
and more! Science: Exploring mag-
netism and electricity 
 

4th 
The fabulous fourth graders have 
been working hard using all four 
number operations with fractions. In 
reading, they are working on 
strengthening their comprehension 
by reading books of their choice in 
reader's workshop. They are continu-
ing to travel across the country in 
social studies as they embark on a 
learning adventure in the southwest 
region of the United States. Finally, in 
science they are beginning to think 
about how stuff works. We are look-
ing forward to the spring and all the 
growth it brings!  
 
5th 
Currently in fifth grade students are 
in unit 4 of our new math curriculum, 
Illustrated Mathematics, where stu-
dents are multiplying and dividing 
multi-digit whole numbers. In ELA 
we are in the middle of our narrative 
writing unit, learning more about 
figurative language with poetry and 
reading and discussing books. Sci-
ence continues with lots of hands-on 

The “goody bag” that went to all Conant 
students from the PTO for Read Across 
America week. 
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